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Divine Life Society,
. . . Po:Jayanagar
arnama Priyananda Saraswats
St Suamy P 7 S Jeypore,Koraput(Dist.),
Odisha-764005

A PROLEGOMENA

'Man’, wrote Pope years ago, " is placed on the isthmus of a middle state and
goes on to warn us unprepared fun-loving folk. (No matter if intellectual fun) not to
drink of the waters of the Pierian spring. When nobody can, or does, quarrel with
human desiderataas such, it is over "Adhikara" (Eligibility, right, fitness, even duty)
to follow the path prescribed - in the instant case, the time-honored Vedic one- that
acts as the stumbling block insuperable. So we are told by our own logical, if a trifle
cold inexorable, impulses. So, no let up whatsoever from Hegelian "hard thinking"
being carried to its absolute metaphysical conclusions.

Now, to speak the least, Indian culture has always done it successfully down
the ages. Somehow or the other, it throws up some idealists of all descriptions as even
a Nirad Choudhury would admit in his "Continent of Circe" that would rise to the
occasion whenever Satya Sanatana Dharma is “at stake” for such is the very soil of this
hoary, ancient land.

It is our "divine resources" aplenty that would do up the trick, if a trick it be,
and not an unknown cosmic law. (Ritam) at work. It is very unfortunate that these
precious resources are these degenerate days dubbed, somewhat anthropomorphi-
cally, " human resources"” which on close examination will turn out to be " mortal
resources . What else can be expected from people who are utterly innocent of the
great Human- Divine divide that everyone has to negotiate one day or the other? Not
for the nothing does the Lord admonish us to " éT:IF[ Yraad” etc.

The Divine resources referred to above draw largely upon the ever - inexhaust-
ible stock of sanity and wisdom obtaining aplenty in the epics, Puranas, Itihasas,
Upavedas, Vedangas - the list is literally endless, Not to speak of the all- knowing
Vedas and Upanishads themselves.

And howeverincredible it may sound to be to "enlightened " ears perched atop
" sophisticated” shoulders, truth need not always be stranger than friction at least
not necessarily. The secret of it all is that children, in this part of the world, are
"caught young" to uphold these mighty, mind-blowing cultures. Didn't a Raja Rao
learn the Upanishadsat four? Even so, the present writer, Dr. Kolluru Narayana Rao
Avadhani, to boot, began lisping Vedic Mantras at two! And that in the most
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orthodoxical fashion conceivable. Nowonder, this his seminal exegesis of the famed
" Mahabharata" exudes at every step, in every nook and corner of the work, the ethos
peculiar to Vedic cultural traditions. But alas!, we are brain-washed into taking a
linearview of history that stubbornly refuses to view past accomplishments, be they
ever so high, for what they are objectively worth. So, no " thing-in-itself" for us.

The author of this learned treatise, whom I know personally only too well, has,
asis only to be expected, brought to bear upon the making of his thesis, an intimate
knowledge of all that could possibly go into its own antithesis, and from on a higher
platform, blended them integrally into that, "Universality" that alone ensures the
reconciliation of opposites.

As a renunciate practicing detachment for quite some years now, such as
perhaps would have pleased a Haldane of hallowed memory, I would suggest in all
humility to mere lab confined 31— worshippers to at least desist from mocking at
the fabulosity of itall, lest they should circumstantially be obliged to " stay and pray"
at the end of the day! Afterall, there are " more things on earth and in heaven " than
" are dreamt of in our philosophies” and while on the subject, which single text on
earth, pray tell me- can help us access straight into the core of them " more things"
than does the Mahabharata?

Kudos galore to the learned author for enriching the existing world of schol-
arship by yet another unique addition. Knowing the literature of the Andhra's as
little as did Adam, [ yet unhesitatingly congrat the writer for the significant insights
he has into the cosmic invisible forces at work.

My blessings to Dr. Rao, in so faras they have any worth, that he move on with
his life, with all its vicissitudes, and its umpteen uncertainties, its ruthless blows
and kindly favors, taking them all In his savant- like strides to reach the grand Stasis-
finale. That is the very consummation of all Vedic endeavors, call it "Santi" or what

you will.
Om Tat Sat
Jeypore,(Odisha) Swamy ParamaPriyananda Sarasvati
25th June 2021
1 i L
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